
Murray-Darling Association Conference 2023
The Murray—Darling Basin Plan – next steps

Jacqui Hickey, Branch Head, Water Reform Taskforce

28 September 2023



We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia 
and recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and culture. 
We pay our respects to their Elders past and present.



The Agreement

• More time to deliver the remaining water recovery 
targets

• More options to deliver the remaining water
• More funding to deliver water and support impacted 

communities
• More accountability for all Murray—Darling Basin 

governments
• More flexibility to bring forward new SDLAM 

projects.

Basin Plan Implementation



The Water Amendment Bill will:

• Provide additional time for notified SDLAM projects
• Provide flexibility for what can be accounted against the 450 GL 

target
• Repeal the 1500 GL purchase cap to give us more options
• Provide flexibility for what can be funded out of the WESA to support 

a broader range of projects
• Delay the Water Act review until after the Basin Plan review is 

complete to ensure outcomes are considered and incorporated.

Water Amendment (Restoring our Rivers) bill 2023



What We Heard - Ideas

• Improving river operations
• Delivering environmental water using infrastructure
• Alternative water supplies and new technologies
• Water savings projects
• Partnerships with landholders
• Protecting native fish
• Rule changes to improve ecological outcomes
• Water market solutions
• Metering monitoring and reporting



• Greater flexibility in delivery
• Range of perspectives on water recovery 

solutions
• Socio-economic perspectives and importance 

of collaboration
• Preserving cultural heritage
• Acknowledgement of the role of science, data 

and expertise.

What We Heard - Views



• One page per group

• Ideas listed and categorised

• Relevant quotes

• Summary on:

o similar ideas we have invested in

o some known challenges 
and opportunities.



1) Resilient Rivers Program
• A refreshed approach
• Supports a range of infrastructure options
• Range of procurement approaches
• Design for maximum flexibility

2) Voluntary Water Purchase and Sustainable Communities 
Program

• Voluntary purchase of water entitlements from willing 
sellers

• Community adjustment assistance 

Implementation – initial thinking



• Work with BOC subcommittee to consider which ideas can be 
supported by the new pathway (Water Amendment Bill)

• Implement new process for SDLAM projects

• Engage with peak stakeholders on the proposed 450 GL framework 
and programs including new options.

Next steps 



• We will be hosting a public webinar 
about the Water Amendment Bill 
2023 on Wednesday 11 October 
2023, 11:30am.

• The webinar will provide 
information about the proposed 
changes in the Bill – Basin Plan 
amendments and reforms in the 
Murray-Darling Basin water markets.

Public Webinar: Restoring Our Rivers Bill 2023

Register now!



Questions?
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