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 Halt to water recovery not the solution  
 

 

 
Local government’s peak body in the Murray-Darling Basin has reacted with concern to a new 
report that calls for a halt to all publicly funded water recovery through irrigation efficiency 
programs.  The Murray Darling Association says that the halt to water recovery is not the solution. 
 
A group of 12 academics met in Adelaide on Monday and signed a document they have branded the 
Murray-Darling Declaration.  
 
The group is also pushing for an audit of all Basin water recovery and the planned Sustainable 
Diversion Limit adjustments, and the creation of an independent scientific body to monitor and 
advise on meeting the targets of the 2007 Water Act.  
 
The academics said the Basin Plan was failing to meet its environmental objectives and that for 
many water recovery infrastructure projects there was no scientific evidence they had increased 
stream flows.  
 
Murray-Darling Association National President Cr David Thurley said the declaration highlighted 
known issues with the Basin Plan, but didn’t propose detailed solutions.  
 
“The MDA would be deeply concerned about the economic impact of any halt to publicly funded 
water recovery associated with irrigation infrastructure subsidies/grants,” he said.  
 
“The signatories to the Murray Declaration represent a collective of substantial knowledge across 
the individual signatories, and significant institutional capacity. We would like to encourage the 
signatories to collaborate with impacted communities to identify constructive solutions.” 
 
Cr Thurley said while the MDA shared the view that some of the projects underpinning the 
Sustainable Diversion Limit adjustment lacked detail, it was broadly supportive of the suite of 
supply measure projects.  
 
He said all such projects would need to be developed and implemented in close consultation with 
local government and communities.  
 
“The MDA represents local government and can provide comprehensive feedback on the impacts in 
communities, so we would encourage responsible governments and agencies to collaborate more 
closely with us,” he said.  
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Councils and individuals interested in joining the MDA can contact the office on 03 5480 3805, or go 
to www.mda.asn.au 
  
 
[END]  

  

For more information, contact MDA CEO Emma Bradbury on 0429 905 017 or Cr David Thurley on 

0419 510 274.  All Region Chairs are also available for comment.  

 
Contact information for the Chairs of the Murray Darling Association   

Region  Name  Organisation  Mobile Phone  Email Address/ Chair   

Region 

1   

Cr David 

Thurley  

Albury City Council  0419 510 274  DThurley@alburycity.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

2   

Cr Peter 

Mansfield   

Moira Shire Council   0428 574 433  pmansfield@moira.vic.gov.au   

Region 

3   

Cr Leigh 

Byron  

Balranald Shire 

Council  

0428 201 301  mayor@balranald.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

4   

Cr Darriea 

Turley  

Broken Hill City 

Council  

0429 848 480  Darriea.Turley@health.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

5  

Cr Peter 

Hunter  

Renmark Paringa 

Council  

0447 177 341  crhunter@renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au  

Region 

6   

Cr Barry 

Featherston  

Alexandrina Council  0417 808 565  barry.featherston@alexandrina.sa.gov.au  

Region 

7   

Cr David 

Shetliffe  

Town of Walkerville  0414 631 442  DShetliffe@walkerville.sa.gov.au  

Region 

8   

Cr Denis 

Clark 

Northern Areas 

Council  

0408 148 725  shock56@bigpond.net.au  

Region 

9   

Cr Paul 

Maytom  

Leeton Shire Council  0447 293 829  paulm@leeton.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

10 

Vacant    

Region 

11 

Cr John 

Campbell 

(guest) 

Gunnedah Shire 

Council 

0408 421 065 johncampbell@infogunnedah.com.au 

Region 

12  

Cr Richard 

Marsh   

Balonne Shire Council   0409 692 299  richard.marsh@balonne.qld.gov.au  
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