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Find out more at
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/topics/coorong



I would like to acknowledge 
the traditional owners of the 
land on which we meet and 

pay my respects to their Elders 
past and present and extend 

that respect to other 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people who are 
present today.



The Kurangk (Coorong)







The Kurangk (Coorong)



Background photo: Tom Hunt

The Kurangk (Coorong)

Source: Pittock, J. et. al. 2015



The Kurangk (Coorong)



The Living Murray Icon Site
Between 2018-2021, more 

than 90% of barrage flows was 

water for the environment 



CLLMM 
Recovery 
Project



Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin (HCHB)

Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin (HCHB) is working to 
improve the ecology, knowledge and management of 
the Coorong, with a focus on the south lagoon. 

2019-2023 Phase 0 + 1



HCHB – Water Resource Optimisation

https://water.data.sa.gov.au/



HCHB – Scientific Investigations



https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/coorong/publications

http://www.goyderinstitute.org/publications/recent-publications/



HCHB - First Nations Research & Partnerships



Tolderol
Teringie

HCHB – Regional Bird 
Refugia Project

Lake Hawdon North

“Undertake works that support critical 

environmental components and processes of 

the Coorong, focussing on improving 

habitat for migratory and resident 

shorebirds”

Site Manageable 

wetland extent

Tolderol 163 ha

Teringie 40 ha

Lake Hawdon North 1,763 ha



2022/23 Flood response 



Lake Alexandrina, Albert and Nth Coorong January 2023 (sentinel imagery) 



Photo: Geoff Gallasch

Murray Mouth



Coorong 



Coorong ecological response



• Hyper-eutrophic (nutrient enriched)

• Low connectivity & flushing

• Extended hypersalinity

• Poor habitat quality
• MBOs, algae, declining populations

• Recent flood: significant flows and 
short-term positive responses

Current State 
(last 5-8 years)

• Improved connectivity & flushing

• Mesotrophic (moderate nutrients)

• Variable salinity: range of lower maximums

• Habitat quality improved
• Improved water+sediment=resilient foodwebs 

• Increased ability to connect with country, share 
knowledge and care for Ngartjis and Buartes

Desired State

Where do we want to go to?



Proposed 

infrastructure 

location

These options will be considered and investigated by the project with 

and without dredging as a complementary action

Southern Ocean connector



Restoration 

Actions

Coorong Restoration Roadmap

Engagement Monitoring and 

Evaluation

Ongoing adaptive 

management

Sets out the overarching principles to restore the Coorong through: 
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