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Local government commends bipartisanship 

on Basin Plan amendments   
 

 

Local government’s peak body in the Murray-Darling Basin has welcomed the support of the 
Victorian and New South Wales Governments for two crucial amendments to the Basin Plan. 
 
The Murray Darling Association believes both the reduction to the Northern Basin Water Recovery 
Target from 390GL to 320GL, and the 605GL of Sustainable Diversion Limit adjustment projects, are 
essential for the success of the Basin Plan.  
 
That position was echoed by the Victorian and New South Wales Governments in a commendable 
display of bipartisanship when Victorian Minister for Water Lisa Neville and NSW Minister for 
Regional Water Niall Blair met in Sydney today.  
 
Both governments agreed that the amendments were the best way to deliver the Plan with positive 
outcomes for communities, the environment and regional economies across the Basin.  
 
Two disallowance motions currently before the Senate would undo the amendments, despite the 
SDL projects being agreed to by the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council and the Northern 
Basin Amendments being underpinned by an expert scientific assessment.  
 
Murray Darling Association National President Cr David Thurley said the amendments were crucial 
to avoiding further water buybacks, which would be devastating for regional communities.  
 
“Local government across the Basin is united in the view that there must not be further buybacks, 
and that these amendments are the best way to balance social, economic and environmental 
interests,” he said.  
 
This unity was on display last month at a meeting of the chairing councils of the MDA, when a 
motion to support the Northern Basin Amendment received unanimous support.  
 
The Basin Plan would be in serious jeopardy if the 605GL was disallowed in the Senate, with Victoria 
and NSW signalling their intention to consider alternatives, including the option of negotiating a 
tripartite agreement with the Commonwealth.  
 
 Cr Thurley said the best Basin Plan outcomes would be delivered by all states and political parties 
standing together, starting by Senators voting down the disallowance motions.  
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MDA CEO Emma Bradbury said the Basin Plan, agreed by all Basin States and signed into law by the 
Commonwealth in 2012, was written to be adaptive and open to amendment.  
 
“These amendments are the result of an established process, so to vote them down would 
undermine the Basin Plan in its entirety,” she said.  
 
“Our communities must have confidence that governments of all persuasions will stick to the 
agreed process to achieve the best outcomes.” 
 
 
[END]  

  

For more information, contact MDA CEO Emma Bradbury on 0429 905 017 or Cr David Thurley on 

0419 510 274.  All Region Chairs are also available for comment.  

 

Contact information for the Chairs of the Murray Darling Association   

Region  Name  Organisation  Mobile Phone  Email Address/ Chair   

Region 

1   

Cr David 

Thurley  

Albury City Council  0419 510 274  DThurley@alburycity.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

2   

Cr Peter 

Mansfield   

Moira Shire Council   0428 574 433  pmansfield@moira.vic.gov.au   

Region 

3   

Cr Leigh 

Byron  

Balranald Shire 

Council  

0428 201 301  mayor@balranald.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

4   

Cr Darriea 

Turley  

Broken Hill City 

Council  

0429 848 480  Darriea.Turley@health.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

5  

Cr Peter 

Hunter  

Renmark Paringa 

Council  

0447 177 341  crhunter@renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au  

Region 

6   

Cr Barry 

Featherston  

Alexandrina Council  0417 808 565  barry.featherston@alexandrina.sa.gov.au  

Region 

7   

Cr David 

Shetliffe  

Town of Walkerville  0414 631 442  DShetliffe@walkerville.sa.gov.au  

Region 

8   

Cr Denis 

Clark 

Northern Areas 

Council  

0408 148 725  shock56@bigpond.net.au  

Region 

9   

Cr Paul 

Maytom  

Leeton Shire Council  0447 293 829  paulm@leeton.nsw.gov.au  

Region 

10 

Vacant    

Region 

11 

Cr John 

Campbell 

(guest) 

Gunnedah Shire 

Council 

0408 421 065 johncampbell@infogunnedah.com.au 

Region 

12  

Cr Richard 

Marsh   

Balonne Shire Council   0409 692 299  richard.marsh@balonne.qld.gov.au  

 


