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Data shows social and economic impacts
of water recovery

Local government’s peak body in the Murray-Darling Basin welcomes the release of data by the
MDBA showing the profound social and economic impacts of water recovery on Southern Basin
communities.

The data has been released by the MDBA in the form of 45 Southern Basin community profiles. It
was collated as part of the MDBA’s 2017 Basin Plan Evaluation and will form the basis of the
Authority’s analysis of the social and economic impacts of the Basin Plan on Southern Basin
communities, due to be released in April this year.

The Murray Darling Association says the new data shows unequivocally what Basin councils have
long been saying — that water recovery is having a significant impact on local economies and
communities.

The data shows that there has been a significant reduction in the agricultural workforce across
Southern Basin communities over the past 15 years, and that there is a clear correlation between
the loss of water and loss of jobs.

MDA National President Cr David Thurley said local government was concerned the significance of
the data may be diluted by an over-emphasis on other factors impacting farming economies.

“Local government recognises that other factors cause change to our rural economic indicators, and
these must be distinguished. However, any analysis of the social and economic impacts of the Basin
Plan must clearly acknowledge the direct and the flow-on social and economic impact of water loss
on our rural communities,” he said.

“We are pleased to see that the data presented by the MDBA clearly affirms what we have been
saying for years — that the social and economic impact of the Basin Plan on towns and communities
is significant.

“We cannot afford to diminish the recognition of the impacts of water recovery, as this will only
cause greater community angst about the Basin Plan and increase opposition to the 450GL.”


https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications/mdba-reports/southern-basin-community-profiles
http://www.mda.asn.au/
http://www.mda.asn.au/

Cr Thurley said the job loss figures came as no surprise to local government, which has been bearing
the social and economic impacts of water recovery since the commencement of buybacks, now
widely acknowledged to be adverse to community interest.

MDA CEO Emma Bradbury said there needed to be full recognition of how water recovery affects
communities and regional economies so that these impacts can be offset.

“All governments - local, state and federal - need to work together to ensure that any further water
recovery meets a fair and rigorous social and economic neutrality test,” Ms Bradbury said.

[END]

For more information, contact MDA CEO Emma Bradbury on 0429 905 017 or Cr David Thurley on
0419 510 274. All Region Chairs are also available for comment.

Contact information for the Chairs of the Murray Darling Association

Region Name Organisation Mobile Phone Email Address/ Chair

Region | Cr David Albury City Council 0419 510 274 | DThurley@alburycity.nsw.gov.au

1 Thurley

Region | Cr Peter Moira Shire Council 0428 574 433 | pmansfield@moira.vic.gov.au

2 Mansfield

Region | Cr Leigh Balranald Shire 0428 201 301 | mayor@balranald.nsw.gov.au

3 Byron Council

Region | Cr Darriea Broken Hill City 0429 848 480 | Darriea.Turley@health.nsw.gov.au

4 Turley Council

Region | Cr Peter Renmark Paringa 0447 177 341 | crhunter@renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au
5 Hunter Council

Region | Cr Barry Alexandrina Council 0417 808 565 | barry.featherston@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
6 Featherston

Region | Cr David Town of Walkerville 0414 631442 | DShetliffe@walkerville.sa.gov.au

7 Shetliffe

Region | Cr Denis Northern Areas 0408 148 725 | shock56@bigpond.net.au

8 Clark Council

Region | Cr Paul Leeton Shire Council | 0447 293 829 | paulm@Ieeton.nsw.gov.au

9 Maytom

Region | Vacant

10

Region | CrJohn Gunnedah Shire 0408 421 065 | johncampbell@infogunnedah.com.au
11 Campbell Council

Region | Cr Richard Balonne Shire Council | 0409 692 299 | richard.marsh@balonne.gld.gov.au
12 Marsh




